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The Jewelry
Store Caper

Wellington
Things are going well in Wellington.  Pastor Zane just finished

up teaching lessons on Wednesday nights that were very beneficial
to our Church as a whole.  The content was to help us all grow in
our knowledge of how to be a better Chrustian, and also some basic
things all FWB should know.  They covered the Church, Communion
and Feetwashing, Baptisim, Stewardship, Love,Perseverance, the
Holy Spirit, the home, and Soul Winning.

During the summer months we had a lot of fun times with our
Bible Club kids.  We went bowling, to the rec center, watched Veggie
Tales etc.  The kids are ready to get back to their School schedule
and have Pastor Steve leading the regular Bible Clubs.

We certainly enjoyed the State Meeting this year.  Great
preaching, Great Fellowship.  Bro. David Williford came back to
Wellington with us and preached for us Sunday morning.  He did a
great job, and the Lord sure used him.

Our youth have had a busy summer with lots of Youth Activities
like Movie Nights, Camp, Worlds of Fun, and Game Days.  The
youth enjoyed greatly a Pie In The Face Fundraiser that they had
to raise money for youth activities.  They were able to Pie any
Pastor they wanted, Pastor Zane, Bro. Joplin, Pastor Steve and
Bro. Brent. They made $ 210.00 in 20 minutes.

Our Masters Men have had 2 work days at the Church this
summer.  We have lots of things to do now that our new Sanctuary,
Fellowship Hall, and Office Area is done.  They have been digging
ditches, Building Playgrounds, Pouring Concrete, laying sod.  One
of the days our youth helped.  Bro. Brent says the Lord has laid on
his heart for our youth to become more missions minded.  They are
starting with our Church with working around there.

Camp was great!  Took 60, had 5 from our Church accept Christ,
and others rededicated, and several drew closer to the Lord.
God is moving in such an awesome way.  As you know we are in our
new Sanctuary and there are lots of things we need.  God is suppling
them.  The Ladies had an all night Bake Sale and a few other
fundraisers to help buy a Dishwasher for our New Kitchen.  We
were able to buy a used 59 passenger bus.  It was great for Worlds
of Fun and Camp.

In July Bro. A.J. Warden came to preach for us.  He was able to
enjoy some fellowship at a Family Night and go with our Men to a
Men Conference. He preached on Sunday Morning, and the Lord
used him.

July 24th Bro. Mike Upright was in service with us.  He is from
North Carolina.  We really enjoyed him.

Pastor Zane and Family returned from Camp and then left on a
2 week vacation.  They came home rested, relaxed and ready to
work for the Lord.  They were able to see a lot of beautiful things the
Lord has created.  They traveled through Missouri, Illinois, Kentucky,
West Virginia, Virginia, North Carolina, and Tennessee.

VBS was a great success.  We ran between 70-108 each night.
Having our new areas to work in made everything much nicer.

One night, a group of thieves broke into a
jewelry store. But rather than stealing
anything, they simply switched all the price
tags. The next day no one could tell what
was valuable and what was cheap. The
expensive jewels had suddenly become
cheap, and the costume jewelry, which
had been virtually worthless before, was
suddenly of great value. Customers who
thought they were purchasing valuable
gems were getting fakes. Those who
couldn’t afford the higher priced items were
leaving the store with treasures.

Application:
In our world someone came in and
switched all the price tags. It’s hard to tell
what is of value and what is not. Great
value is given to the accumulation of
material wealth and the power that goes
with it. The world puts a high price on
popularity, prestige, beauty, and fame. But
Jesus taught that such things are virtually
worthless in the only “jewelry store” that
matters: the kingdom of God.

“Do not store up for yourselves treasures
on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and
where thieves break in and steal. But store
up for yourselves treasures in heaven,
where moth and rust do not destroy, and
where thieves do not break in and steal”
(Matt. 6:19,20).
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Upcoming Events
August
28th- Bro. Gary Crowder preaching in our PM service
31st- Bible Clubs start back up
September
17th- Attending Team Church at Hillsdale
18th- Church Picnic
24th- Softball Tournment, Ladies attending Hertiage Keepers
25th- Friend Day and kick off to our Revival with Bro. Derek Stinnett.
Pray for us our goal for Friend Day is 350.
25th-28th- Revival with Bro. Derek
September 30th-2nd- Pastor’s Zane, Steve, Joplin and Brent and
their wives attending the Pastor’s in the Zone conference in Branson
Miss
October 2nd- Pastor Zane preaching at Van Buren, Arkansas FWBC
in am and pm service.

Wichita
God is blessing the First Free Will Baptist Church of Wichita.

Recently, a couple who has been attending our services was married
in our church, Donnie Magee and Lorene Tobias.

We have been doing soul-winners training on Wednesday
eveimgs.  The study is called the NET.  We are trying to implement
the pririciples and techniques we are learning so we can become
more effective witnesses for our Lord.

Sister Rozetta Benjamin is now in a care facility.  She cannot
attend our services, so we have been taking the church to her the
third Wednesday of each month.  Our services at the rest home
have been such a blessing.

We have completed our study in the Gospel of John in Sunday
School.  We are preparing to study John's Epistles.

We have several members who currently have special needs.
Please pray that the Lord will meet each of these needs and that He
will have His will and way in each of these lives.

When Jesus asks Peter the first time if he loves him more than
these, He uses the word “agapao”. Peter, realizing his great failure,
no longer claims that he loves Jesus more than the other disciples.
He answers that he loves Jesus, but Peter uses the word “phileo”.
Inessence, Peter tells the Lord, Yes, I am fond of you. Peter, now in
defeat, will not claim to love the Lord more than the other disciples.
He will claim to love the Lord supremely. So Peter, no longer self-

confident, will not answer using the same
word for his love of Jesus.
The Lord then exhorts Peter to “Feed my
lambs”. Jesus is saying to Peter, if you
love me, go and graze my little lambs.
Feed them. Jesus has confidence in what
Peter can do once he is yielded to Him,
trusting Him, relying on Him for his
strength.
The Lord now asks the question again,
but with a slight change. Peter, son of
Jonas, do you love me? Jesus takes the
other disciples out of the equation. He is
asking Peter, OK, even if you are no longer
willing to assert that you love me more
than the other disciples do, do you love
me supremely? Again, Jesus uses
“agapao”. Peter has a deep sense of his
own inadequacy. He again answers Jesus
using “phileo”..
Jesus exhorts Peter to “Tend my sheep.
Jesus is telling Peter that He wants him
to shepherd His sheep. That involves
guiding, instructing, and protecting the
sheep.
Jesus asks Peter a third time if he loves
Him, but this time Jesus uses the same
word that Peter has been using, “phileo”.
He is asking him; Peter, are you fond of
me? Peter is grieved by this third question.
He is grieved because he realizes his own
weakness. Jesus has had to come down
to his level of love and asks him if he loves
Him.
Jesus exhorts Peter to “Feed my sheep”.
Jesus is telling Peter that though he has
failed, he is restored and God will use him.
He will feed the flock of God. Jesus is
telling Peter that love is the motive for his
service. It is interesting that Jesus asks
Peter three times if he loves Him. Peter
had denied the Lord three times, and now
the Lord lets Peter know using three
questions and three exhortations that love
is the motive of service.
Are we serving the Lord faithfully? If so, is
our service out of a sense of duty or
responsibility? Is it out of fear? Our service
should be motivated by our love for the
Lord. What does your service say about
your love for the Lord?
.


